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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


In obedience to the requirements of the Constitution and 
by tha sovereign will of the people of Mississippi, you have 
assembled for the purpose of enacting laws for the proteo- 
tion of society, and for the promotion of the welfare and 
happiness ‘of those yeu represent. In accepting the high 
trust imposed upon you, as law-makers for the State, you 
cannot be unmindful of the grave responsibilities you have 
assumed, nor of your accountability to your fellow-men for 
the wise and faithful exercise of the power with which you 
have been invested. i y 

In welcoming you to the scene of your labors, I congrat- 
ulate you upon the peaceful and fairly prosperous condition 
of the State. Since your last meeting, and especially dur- 
ing the year just closed, the people have been blessed with 
unusually good /health, and generous seasons have given a 
bountiful yield of crops in almost every locality. We are 
an agricultural people, and eotton, the great staple of Mis- 
sissippi, is about the only money-producing crop we have, 
and we are gompelled to accept for it the price determined 
in the markets of the world, whether it be remunerative or 
not. When the price fixed falls below the cost of produe- 
tion, it tells with crushing effect upon the spirits of those 
engaged in its culture, and a feeling of unrest and dissatis- 
faction prevails so long as that state of things continues. 
This is the logical result of depending alone upon this single 
crop, rather than upon a diversity of crops adapted to our 
soil and climate. It is my candid belief that any exigency 
which will impel a judicious diversification of crops through- 
out the State would prove a blessing and bring to agricul- 
ture a degree of prosperity hitherto unknown, and that 
other business interests would not then be so depressingly 
affected by the low price of cotton. 

Although the Legislative and Executive Departments ot 
the State government are absolutely independent of each 
other, yet the executive is required by the Constitution to 
participaté in matters of legislation; to give his assent to 
such laws as meet the approval of his judgment, and to 
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withhold it, under certain limitations, from such as he can- 
not conscientiously approve. He is also required, “ from 
time to time, to give the Legislature information of the 
state of the government,and recommend ior consideration such 
measures as may be deemed necessary and expedient.” I 
must therefore share with you the responsibilities imposed 
by the voice of the people, who, in return for their generous 
confidence, look to you and to me for wise, judicious and 
patriotic legislation. 

Coming immediately from the presence of your constitu- 
ents, you cannot fail to bring to the discharge of your duties 
a sense of their wants and necessities, and I confidently rely 
upon the integrity of your purpose to labor, to the best of 
your ability, for the common good. 

The session upon which you are now entering is one of 
unusual importance. Your predecessors passed an act two . 
years ago calling tor a convention to amend the Constitu- 
tion. In conformity with said Act, the convention assem- 
bled on the 12th of August, 1890; proceeded to adopt a 
Constitution, and declared it in force from and after the first 
day of November, 1890. Under section 278 of that instrument, 
Messrs. R. H. Thompson, Geo. G. Dillard and R. B. Camp- 
bell were appointed Commissioners to prepare such general 
laws as are contemplated in the Constitution, and such 
other laws as shall be necessary and proper to put into op- 
eration the provisions thereof, and as may be appropriate to 
conform the general statutes of the State to the Constitu- 
tion. 

These requirements necessarily involved a revision of all 
the general laws of the State, and the preparation of a new 
Code. 

The Commissioners entered upon their duties on the 6th 
day of January, 1891, and have since been diligently en- 
gaged in the work assigned them. They have zealously de- 
voted themselves to the task before them, to the exclusion 
and sacrifice of all personal interests, and are now ready to 
submit to you the result of their labors. 

Without going into detail, I may be permitted to state 
that I have devoted much time to the examination of their 
work, and in so far as I have been able to examine, I do not 
hesitate to give it my unqualified indorsement, and take 
great pleasure in commending it to your favorable consider- 
ation. 

I recommend that the Commissioners be admitted to seats 
on the floor of each House of your honorable body, and in- 
vited to participate in any discussion that may arise in con- 
sidering the work they present. I further recommend that 
liberal compensation be provided for the indefatigable and 
most valuable services they have rendered. 
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Inasmuch as all general legislation is embraced within the 
scope of the duties assigned the Commissioners to revise the 
laws, I shall not, in this communication, attempt to discuss, 
in detail, those subjects which have engaged their attention 
and which they have carefully studied and prepared for 
your consideration. I shall make such suggestions and 
recommendations only as may seem to me necessary to aid 
you in the discharge of the responsible duties devolving 
upon you. 

FINANCIAL, 


Towards the close of the last session of the Legislature, 
the astounding revelation was made that'there was a large 
deficit in the accounts of the State Treasurer. Under a 
joint resolution approved February 22nd, 1890, a joint spe- 
cial committee was appointed to investigate the alleged de- 
ficit, and the shortage was, by said committee, found to 
amount to the enormous sum of three hundred and fifteen 
thousand and six hundred and twelve dollars and nineteen 
cents; since which time the most thorough examination of 
the books has failed to reduce the amount, and the most 
searching investigation has failed to discover the where- 
abouts of the missing funds or any part thereof. 

Penal proceedings were immediately imstituted against 
the ex-Treasurer, and the Attorney General brought suit on 
his bond and recovered judgment for the penalty thereof 
and interest, amounting to eighty-two thousand six hundred 
dollars, of which sum sixty-eight thousand seven hundred 
and fifty dollars have been paid into the treasury, and I am 
informed that satisfactory arrangements have been made 
with the Attorney General, and that the amount remaining 
due will be paid at an early day. 

In the investigation of this cause no proof whatever could 
be made of any default upon any previous bond of the əx- 
Treasurer, or to fix any liability upon any except the bond 
and sureties upon which suit was brought; and as the trans- 
fer of his property to indemnify his sureties was sustained 
by the courts, no further recovery could be had. 

Upon the discovery of the deficit in the treasury, appre- 
hending financial embarrassment, the Legislature passed an 
act, approved February 22, 1890, authorizing the Treasurer, 
with the consent of the Governor, to issue and sell the four 
per cent. bonds authorized by act of March 7, 1888, provided 
they should not be sold for less than ninety-five cents on 
the dollar. While the bonds could have been readily sold 
in New York for ninety-five cents, I did not deem it for the 
best interest of the State to sell at that, or at any price 
offered; hence none of the bonds were sold. To enable the 
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Treasurer to meet all demands upon him until the current 
revenues could be collected, the Constitutional Convention, 
on the 8th of October, 1890, passed an ordinance authorizing 
him, with the approval of the Governor, to negotiate a loan 
of not exceeding fifty thousand dollars for a period of not 
more than four months, on such reasonable terms as the Gov- 
ernor should approve, tor the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of the Convention and for replacing moneys used 
for that purpose. The Treasurer made the negotiation 
with the Capital State Bank for fifty thousand dollars or 
less, fora period of three months, at the rate of eight per 
cent. interest per annum. Only twenty-fivethousand dollars 
were used; the deficiency was tided over at a cost to the 
State of only five hundred dollars, and the amount borrowed, 
with interest, repaid to the bank at maturity. 

On the 28th of March the Treasurer published a notice 
calling in for payment, on or before the 80th of April, 
1891, all the outstanding five per cent. bonds issued by 
virtue of anactapproved March 15, 1884, amounting to one 
hundred and fifty-five thousand nine hundred and eighty- 
eight dollars and thirty-five cents, including interest. Five 
thousand two hundred dollars of these bonds have not been 
presented for payment and are still outstanding, but the in- 
terest ceased on the first day of May, 1891. Bonds for two 
hundred thousand dollars, the whole amount authorized by 
the act, were prepared, signed and sealed, but of them, forty- 
six thousand five hundred dollars were never sold, and are 
still in the hands of the Treasurer. JI recommend the adop- 
tion of a joint resolution providing for the cancellation, or 
destruction of the same. 

By authority of an act approved February 19, 1890, I 
appointed Messrs. Robert C. Patty and A. H. Longino as 
Commissioners to investigate the financial affairs of the State, 
but Mr. Longino having declined to serve, Addison Cratt, 
Esq., was appointed in his stead. Mr. Patty had so far pro- 
gressed with the affairs of the State Treasury before the 
appointment of Mr. Craft that the latter gentleman, while 
assisting largely in the investigation and reviewing the 
whole, did not feel warranted in signing the report in refer- 
ence to that matter; hence it appears with the signature of 
Robert C. Patty only. This report, together with that of 
the legislative committee, is herewith respectfully submitted 
for your consideration. 

The Commissioners having completed the investigation in 
reference to the State ‘'reasury, proceeded, under my direc- 
tion, to investigate the affairs of the hospitals at Natchez 
and Vicksburg, and made report hereinafter presented. 

The election of Mr. Patty asa member of the Constitu- 
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tional Convention suspended the operations of the commis- 
sion, and his subsequent death closed its labors, except that 
which was afterwards performed by Mr. Craft to complete 
what had already been commenced. The appropriation not 
being regarded as sufficient to complete the investigations 
designed by the law, and no provision having been made 
for filling the vacancy, it was deemed best to proceed no 
farther, but to submit the matter to you for such further 
action as may be deemed expedient. 

The Treasurer’s books will show the following receipts 
and disbursements for the last two years: 


Receipts to 6th of January, 1890.... ... ... $ 10,078 12 
Receipts to 81st December, 1890........ .... 1,241,620 62 
Receipts to 31st December, 1891.... .... ... 1,278,845 42 

Total receipts for the two years........ $2,525,539 06 
Disbursements to January 6th, 1890 ......... $ 15,074 95 
Disbursements to December 81st, 1890....... 1,195,271 27 
Disbursements to December 31st, 1891....... 1,178,632 37 


Total disbursements for the two years. .$2,388,978 59 


Excess of receipts over disbursements for the 
two years. pot ed ewes E EEE ,.-.. 186,560 47 


The amount of cash in the treasury January Ist, 
1890; WAS wats Ser hake nein deen iid. S wae eae | $ 276,835 90 
To this add the excess of receipfs as above, and 
there should have been in the treasury Jan- 


uary 1, PROT crt sowie ol cree bobe a wa eee 418,396 37 
The indebtedness of the State which has been somewhat 


reduced during the last two years, may now be summed up 
as follows: 


E cetera ory $ 850,101 37 


Interest On SAM6. 5146 ekg 542s GROSSE 8,189 61 
Common School Fund...................... 817,646 46 
Common School Fund, distributive .......... 74,212 21 
University of Mississippi ............ ..... 544,061 23 
Warrants, outstanding ................... sä 11,923 62 
Certificates of indebtedness........... ..... 2,487 00 
Bonds, sefies “B,” due January 1,1878....... 450 00 
Interest OM BAMO ja secs enee ea daw: SS Le eG 202 00 
Agricultural Land Scrip Bonds....... ...... 227,150 00 
Railroad tax, distributive................... 31,282 94 
Swamp Land Fund ..........0..........005. 159,720 48 
Bonds, act of March 18, 1884, 5 per cent...... . 5,200 00 


Interest on same to May Ist, BOOT ore san oak 86 67 


L 
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- Bonds, act of March 18, 1886, 6 per cent., -due 


January ist, 1907 ce eae eie een ned eaen 500,000 00 
Interest Of samo a5 2.60 sore ews St eee egies 30,000 00 
Interest on Agricultural Land Scrip Bonds sold 

to Bank of Columbus.................... 750 00 
Bonds, act of March 7th, 1888, 4 per cent..... 108,000 00 
Interest On 84M6.. sil sea- eek Vaweenie ete wads 4,120 00 

Total indebtedness................... $3,375,588 59 


Deduct from this amount, of which only the interest is to 
be paid, the following items: 


Chickasaw School Fund.................... $ 830,101 37 
University of Mississippi...., ....-........ 544,061 28 
Agricultural land scrip bonds, “not sold......+ 212, 150 00, 
And the further amounts, which are omiga only: 
Common school fund, (old).............6. o $ 817,646 46 
Certificates of indebtedness..... ......... 0+. 2, ‘487 00 
Outstanding warrants of 1874, (old).......... 6,215 85 
Bonds, series “B,” due Jan. Ist, 1878, and ipt.. 652 00 
WOtlinude .esenumbiveus estes Kodas „$2,483,813 41 
And we find the payable debt of the state to be 
December 31st, 1891.....0.........00 00s $ 942,270 18 
From this amount ‘deduct cash in the Treasury 
December Ist, 1891....................- 418,196 37 


And there remains of the payable debt, beyond 
the state’s ability to pay, but not due..... : 528,887 81 


To enable them to prepare their reports in time for your 
meeting, the auditor and treasurer were compelled to close 
their accounts a few days before the end of the year, since 
which time remittances amounting to $51,002,76 of the De- 
cember collections, have been received and were paid into 
the treasury on the Ist day of January, 1892. This in- 
creases the receipts for 1891 to $1,324,848,18, and the cash 
in the treasury December 31, 1891, to $464,399,13. 

There are several items in the foregoing list of debts 
against the state which should not longer | encumber the 
books of the auditor and treasurer. ° 

The original design in creating a common school fund, 
the interest only to be used in support of common schools, 
has long since been abandoned, and I can imagine no valid 
reason why this large amount should still be carried on the 
books as a debt against the state. The common schools are 
supported by direct taxation,: with no reference whatever 
to this fictitious fund, and I reeommend that this nominal 
indebtedness of the state be cancelled. 
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For many years the item of certificates ef indebtedness 
has been borne upon the books as a debt against the state, 
and as it has remained the same for so long a time, it may 
be safely assumed that some casualty has long since termi- 
nated the existence of the certificates, and I respectfully 
recommend that this item, amounting to $2,487,00, be in- 
cluded in the act of cancellation. And I make the same 
recommendation as to the disposition of the unpaid bonds 
of series “B,” due January Ist, 1878, and interest thereon, 
amounting to $652,00. These bonds have been due since 
January, 1878, and the accumulated interest shows con- 
clusively that they were destroyed several years prior to 
their maturity; otherwise they would have undoubtedly 
found their way into the treasury. i 

There are also outstanding saditor’s. warrants issued in 
1874, amounting to $6,215.85. In March, 1882, an appropri- 
ation of $7,000 was made to pay these warrants, but only 
$670.05 have been paid, and no demand since 1888.. It is 
therefore conclusive, I think, that these warrants have 
shared a similar fate, gnd I recommend that this item, amount- 
ing to $6,315,835, be also cancelled. , 

In March, 1876, a joint resolution was passed providing 
for the cancellation of auditors warrants amounting to 
$185,269,97. These were Chickasaw school warrants and 
Ripley railroad warrants owned by the state, but 1 am in- 
formed that because of injunction proceedings, the provis- 
ions of the resolution were never carried out, and the war- 
rants never cancelled, but that the amount has long since 
been dropped,from the books, as a debt against the state. I 
recojamend that said warrants be cancelled or destroyed. 

For a more detailed relation of the fiscal condition and 
revenues of the state, I invite your attention to the compre- 
hensive report of the auditor of public accounts and that of 
the state treasurer, which will be transmitted to you without 

elay. . 

The recommendations of the auditor in relation to his de- 
partment, and on the subject of the state’s revenue, are of 
the utmost importance, and will doubtless receive your 
careful attention. . 

An evil complained of, and from which arises much an-- ; 
noyance and perhaps considerable loss of revenue, is the 
- imperfect, inaccurate and badly prepared assessment rolls 
from some of the counties. The law requires the board of 
supervisors to examine assessment rolls, and not to receive 
them unless they are properly prepared, and to order new 
assessments when necessary, yet some of the rolls received 
at the auditor’s office abound in the most flagrant errors, 
some almost illégible, defaced with blots, erasures, alter- 
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ations and interlineations to such an extent thatit is difficult, 
and in some instances impossible, to decipher the result, 


My predecessor, in a strong appeal to the logislature two 
years ago, upon this subject, said: “I respectfully submit 
that this is a subject of grave importance, and I recommend 
that the presont law be so amended that when the assess- 
ment roll is received by the auditor, and is not in con- 
formity with the law, or is erroneously or incompletely 
mado up, it shall be the duty of the auditor to return the 
same to the president of the board of supervisors, and that 
the board appoint a competent person to make a new roll, 
and that such appointee shall receivo the fees now provided 
by law instead ofthe assessor who failed to meet the res — 
quirements of tho statute in this behalf.” i 

I most respectfully repeat and emphasize the recommen- 
dation of Governor Lowry, and hope it will be adopted, . 

The rooms in the capitol assigned to the Auditor are in- 
sufficient for the demands of the office, and some provision 
should he made for the better protection of the property and 
records of that department, i 

The report of the Auditor will show the following: 


Total State tax for the year 1890,,,........., $572,184 45 
n a ay N 1891............. 606,811 42 
Total privileges for the year 1890...,...... . . -$201,408 28 
eo Cn |) OOO $.. 174,850 87 
Total amount of finos for the year 1890.....,. „$ 62,578 74 - 
i tt “ i LOOT erasi 88,928 62 
Total license\No- retail for the year 1890....... . $161,450 00 
a“ rn te ae 1891........ 167,812 50 


Valuation oNrealty and personalty for 1890. $165,847,884 00 
? 7 7 7 1891, 167,109,808 00 


The discrepancy that will be found to exist between the 
accounts of the Auditor and Treasurer in the matter of dis- 
” bursements, arises mainly from the fact that the Treasurer, 
in 1890, disbursed $135,000,00 of insurance deposits, of 
which the Auditor has no account. 


WYNN v, AUDITOR, F 

In view of the recent decision of the Supreme Court in 
Wynn v. the Auditor, serious loss is liable to fall upon a num- 
ber of citizens in that portion of the Delta comprising what 
was formorly known as Levee District No. 1, and it has 
seemed to me proper to call attention to it that relief may be 
afforded by proper, legislation as a matter of simple right 


and justice, 
ae 
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Levee District No. 1 was created by an act entitled “An 
act to redeem and protect from overfiow of the River Mis- 
sissippi, cortain bottom lands herein described,” approved 
March 17, 1871, 

The issue of one million dollarg in bonds was authorized 
and a tax levied ior twelve years to meet the principal and 
interest, Subsequently, the Levee Board created by the act 
was abolished, but under the operation of the act of 1871, dur- 
ing thetwelve years, thousands of acres of land were acquired 
by the board in default of the payment of taxes—wild land, 
‘T think, in all cases. Up to and including the year 1876, and | 
especially under the abatement act of that year, large quan- 
tities of land in the same district were acquired by the State 
for taxes, The great bulk of the bonds issued by the Levee 
Board remained unpaid. Pursuing a policy to get these wild 
lands back on the tax rolls, many inducements were held out 
by the Legislature, as lato as 1878, to the original owners to 
redeem and, in case of their failure to do so, to strangers to 
buy. 

Ths Act of 1878 (page 241, Acts of 1878) provided that 
the bonds of Levee District No, 1 should be receivable in 
the redemption or purchase ofthe lands held for taxes in 
that district, and so the lands were sold by the Auditor from 
time to time, The trouble arises from the fact that the Act 
of March 5, 1884 (Acts 1884, page 184,) was misconstrued 
in the Auditor’s department, so that persons applying to 
buy land in the district were still permitted, as under the 
Act of 1878, to make uso of the leveo bonds in paying all 
taxes, both state and levee, 

In the cage referred to, the Supreme Court construed the 
Act of 1884 as a repeal of the previous law on the subject, 
and declared that in all cases in which bonds had. been 
a instead of money, the sales made by the Auditor were 
void, 

It is said. that many, relying upon the conveyances made 
by the State, through the Auditor, since March 5, 1884, have 
made their homes on the lands so bought, and reduced the 
wilderness to fertile fields, at the same time paying all taxes 
accruing after their purchases, 

It will be perceived that any speculator, now making ap- 
plication, could obtain the State’s title, and, under it, cut out 
the first purchaser. 

Tho equity of the mistaken purchasors would seem to be 
that they be permitted to pay in money, what they should 
havo paid in the first instance (sind were no doubt willing to 
pay) and thus protect their holdings, This, while securing 
justice and preventing hardship, would involve no loss of 
revenue and no abatement of taxes coming to the State and 
counties. 
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If your honorable body does not view the equities of the 
case as they appear to me, then it should be borne in mind 
that the persons suffering through an orroneous construction 
of the statutes, an error shared in by the State’s agents, will 
have meritorious claims to have the money paid for the 
bonds used and for taxes, refunded to ihem, In other words 
they will be people with a grievance against the public. 


REVENUE AGENT. 


Pursuant to an act ct the Legislature, approved February 
22, 1890, Hon. Wirt Adams was appointed Revenue Agent, 
and he has intelligently and vigorously applied himself to 
the duties of his office, and while ho has pec disappointed 
in the results of his efforts, they have not been altogether 
fruitless. 

He has collected from banks, corporations, persons and 
officials twenty-four thousand two hundred and thirty-one 
dollars and eighty-eight cents. His failure to impress upon 
the courts his view of the law, has placed his collections far 
below the amount contemplated. Under his interpretation 
of the statute it was his duty to investigate all cases in which 
corporations, associations, persons, privileges or property of 
any character whatever had heretofore escaped a just share 
of the burdens of taxation, whether intentionally or unin- 


tentionally, and to collect all such taxes found to be due. ` 


Section 3 seems to one not skilled in the intricate mysteries 
of the law, sufficiently comprehensive to reach any case that 
might arise, and this was evidently the intention of the 
framers of the bill; for, aside from such cases as are within 
the protection of the recent decisions of the courts, it must 
have been apparent to them that the regular tax collector of 
the county could have performed all the dutics assigned to 
the Revenue Agent, and at much less expense to the State. 
These decisions, adverse to the operations of the Revenue 
Agent, have prevented the collection of a large amount of 
revenue long since due the State, and which will perhaps, 
never be collected. 

The Agent had, prior to these decisions, already made nu- 
merous collections involving avery considerable amount. The 
money was unquestionably due, and voluntarily paid ; ‘and I 
respectfully recommend, if within your constitutional power, 
that an act be passed confirming all such settlements, and 
that a law be enacted, if possible, that will reach all delin- 
quencies in the matter of taxes whether in-the past or in the 
future. The constitution declares that taxation shall be equal 
and uniform, but there is neither equality, uniformity nor 
justice in a system under which the wealthy corporation or 
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association may escape taxation while the small tax-payer, 
upon his little farm, or the laborer in his humble home, must 
pay upon a full valuation of his possessions. It is equally 
unjust that those engaged in the illicit traffic of liquor should 
escape, while others engaged in the same business, but with 
more respect for the law, are compelled to pay a large sum 
for the privilege. 

The report of the Revenue Agent will accompany that of 
the Auditor of Public Accounts and I commend his recom- 
mendations to your careful consideration. 

The Law Commission has prepared, with great card, a chap- 
ter on this subject,the wise provisions of which will com- 
mend themselves to your thoughtful attention. 


STATE LANDS. 


s 


The Commissioner of Swamp Lands reports that he has 
made, during the last two years, the following sales : 


Acres, 
. Swamp and overflewed lands........ 16,673 21-100 
Of the Lowry Island lands......... -, 645 24-100 


17,218 45-100 
and has paid into the State Treasury 


On account of Swamp lands...........$19,556 34 
On account of Lowry Island lands..... 845 18 
$20,401 52 


Of Internal Improvement lands there were 
sold 844 68-100 acres. ake cae 
Paid into Treasury on account thereof. .$ 1,191 29 


Under provisions of an act approved February 17, 1890, 
providing for the resale of certain lands erroneously entered, 
the, Commissioner sold 8,591.74 acres at 124 cents per acre, 
the net proceeds of which, to-wit: $448.16, were paid into 
the Treasury. On the 1st of November, 1890, the Constitu- 
tional Convention adopted an ordinance waiving the pay- 
ment of said 12} cents per acre, and disclaiming any interest 
in the said lands so erroneously located. 

Of the School Indemnity Lands, to which I shall here- 
after refer, 120 acres were sold for $800 and the amount 
paid into the Treasury, It will thus be seen that in this 
department there have been sold 21,774.82 acres of land for 
the sum of $82,340.97, which has been paid into the Treasury. 

Some of the records of this office are in a worn and dilapi- 
dated condition, and unless rebound at an early day will 
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become useless. Many ofthe original field notos are dimmed 
with age and use, and unless recopied will soon be oblit- 
erated. These records are of great value and if destroyed 
or allowed to become useless it will be difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to replace them. Ircecommend a suitable appropria- 
tion for the re-binding of such books, and the re-copying of 
such of the field notes as may be necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the records of the office. 

The timbered lands of the state are steadily increasing in 
value, and something should be done to protect them from 
the constant-depredations to which they are exposed. At 
every session of the United States District Court, numerous 
indictments are found against persons for depredating 
upon the lands of the government, while the state lands are 
plundered without let or hindrance. I submit that it might 
be well to consider the propriety of adopting some means 
to bring such offenders before the courts and to procure 
evidence for their punishment. 

By an act of the Legislature passed at the session of 1888, 
which became a law in January, 1890, by operation of the 
constitution, the Attorney-General was instructed to institute 
legal proceedings to cancel all: entries and patents obtained 
. in fraud of the act limiting the right of purchase or entry to 
two hundred and forty acres to any individual, when such 
proceedings could, in his opinion, be maintained. Tho At- 
torney-General informs me that as soon as he was able to 
obtain the requisite data he entered suit, for the cancellation 
of the patents to the lands obtained in fraud ot the law, 
against Marx Wineman, of Illinois, J. D. Norton and others, 
of Michigan, and the Delta and Pine Land Company, who 
were the principal holders. Demurrers were interposed in 
the Chancery Court by most of the defendants, but were 
overruléd by the Chancellor, and the cases now stand for 
hearing on the merits. All except Wineman claim to be in- 
nocent purchasers from the original enterers, and all insist 
that the knowledge, by the Legislature, of the manner in 
which the entries were made and the subsequent appropria 
tion of the money paid, together with a repeal of so much o { 
the act of 1887 as limited the right of a purchaser to 240 
acres, amounted to a ratification ot the entries as made. The 
Attorney-General expects a final disposition of the several 
cases in the Hinds County Chancery Court at its next term. 

In relation to the lands in Marion and Hancock counties 
bought by Woolridge and Martin, some sixty thousand acres, 
the Attorney-General, after consulting with me, decided not 
to enter suit for the reason that it was made very clearly to 
appear that long prior to the passage of the act requiring | 
these suits to be brought, the purchasers conveyed the lands 
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to parties in Kentucky who, in good faith, and without 
knowledge of the circumstances tending to show an evasion 
of the statute, advanced a large amount of money to the then 
holders, and, although they reconveyed afterwards to a cor- 
poration known as the Southern Pine Land Company, they 
reserved a lien for ninety thousand dollars, which the Attor- 
ney-General thought would have to be’ discharged, in the 
best view of the case, as a condition to the cancellation of 


the patents. 

On the 25th day of August, 1890, a certified list was re- 
ceived from the General Land Office of the United States 
conveying to the state title to 30,829.16 acres of land situ- 
ated in Hancock county, secured to the state as indemnity 
for sixteenth section school lands which had been improp- 
erly -disposed ‘of by the government. These lands are 
valuable alone for the pine upon them, and I, with the con- 
currence of the Attorney-General and Secretary of State, 
decided that the best interest of all concerned required that 
they should be sold, notwithstanding the provision in Sec- 
tion 211 of the Constitution, which was decided to have no 
effect until putin torce by legislative enactment. I there- 
fore employed a competent surveyor, and a man well skilled 
in estimating the value of timber, to go upon the land and 
make a careful estimate of the value ot each subdivision. It 
was then offered for sale in a body, by advertising in the 
newspapers, to the highest and best bidder, provided that 
no offer of less than two dollars per acre would be consid- 
ered. Thetime allowed expired ard no satisfactory offer 
was made for the land. The price was then fixed by the 
Govérnor, Attiérney-General and Secrotary of State at $2.10 
per acre, and the land offered at that price until January Ist, 
1892. No purchaser has appeared, and none of the lands 
have been sold except the one hundred and twenty acres 
before mentioned. 


EDUCATION. 


The very elaborate and interesting report of the State Su- 
perintendent of Education, because of the importance of the 
subject of which it treats and of the valuable suggestions is 
contains, will commend itself to your thoughtful attention. 

Nothing short of a careful study of this report can give an 
adequate conception of the condition and magnitude of our 
educational system. Year by year it has continued to in- 
crease in importance and efficiency until to-day it is claimed, 
upon good authority, that only one State in the Union has a 
larger number of teachers employed in public schools in pro- 
portion to its population than Mississippi. 
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During the last two years the enrollment of educable 
children has increased nearly six thousand, and the increase 
in average attendance falls but little below that number. 

Increase in number of teachers employed, four hundred 
and thirty-one. Increase in salaries paid teachers, $59,590 

Within the last two years more than seven hundred school 
buildings have been erected; many of them capacious and 
costly buildings. The estimated value of public school 
buildings in the State is $1,129,615. That of school furni- 
ture $125,000. ; 

Eight of our enterprising cities have, within the last two 
years, erected publie school buildings at an aggregate cost of 
about $150,000, and many other towns have erected build- 
ings and have schools which are most creditable to their en- 
terprise. Nearly every city or town in the State, having a 
population of 1,000 or more, is a separate school district 
and maintains a public school for eight or nine months 
in the year. In addition to these, many high schools have 
sprung up and are in successful operation nine or ten months 
in the year, and are doing substantial educational work. 

Our public school system continues to grow in favor, the * 
schools in most of the counties are prospering, and their in- 
creased efficiency is stimulating the efforts to build up high 
schools. Our public school law is regarded as a good one, 
and the few changes needed will be embraced in the draft of 
laws submitted by the Commissioners. 


UNIVERSITY. 


The University of Mississippi, which should be the pride 
of the State, is in a fairly prosperous condition, The atten- 
dance has been larger during the last two years than since 
1884. For the session of 1889—90 there were 223 literary 
students and 28 students of law. For 1890-91, literary stu- 
dents, 217; law students, 28. Number of professors, 7; as- 
sociate professors, 1; instructors, 2; fellows, 5, for each 
year. The standard of scholarship has been greatly raised, 
and is now higher than ever before. Chancellor Mayes hav- 
ing tendered his resignation, to take effect January lst, 1882, . 
‘the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. R. B. Fulton, will pertorm the 
duties of Chancellor until the regular meeting of the Board 
of Trustees in June next; and A. H. Whitfield, Esq., has 
been elected Law Professor; the affairs of the University 
will therefore go on without interruption. 

The amount set apart annually, as interest on the Semi- 
nary Fund due the University, is barely sufficient to meet 
the current expenses, and the Board of Trustees has been 
compelled to incur debts for a telescope and other appli- 
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ances indispensible to an institution of learning of this char- 
acter. The buildings are old, most ofthem having been erected 
in 1847, and were badly built. They are now exceedingly 
dilapidated, and greatly in need of repairs. The annual re- 
sources are totally inadequate to meet the ordinary expenses 
and to preserve the buildings from. decay. 

I merely invite your attention to these facts, leaving the’ 
matter with you, feeling assured that in your hands the in- 
terests of the University will not be permitted to suffer. 


A. & M. COLLEGE. ~ ` 


This institution continues to grow, not only in its own 
proportions, but in the favor and confidence of the people of 
Mississippi; and under the management of its able Presi- 
dent, and efficient corps of professors, it is, with its increas- 
ing advantages, destined to be one of the first institutions of 
learning in the United States. Since its organization, in 
1880, th average annual attendance has been 314, and eighty- 
five per cent. of those attending were the sons of farmers 
and mechanics. The average necessary expense of the ses- 
sion has been about $125, including uniform, while many get 
through the session on $100 or less; depending upon the 
amount of credits received for labor. 

The influence ot the College on the agriculture of the State 
is manifest in the impetus it has given to horticulture, stock- 
raising and the tendency towards diversified farming, which 
must be looked to as the. ultimate salvation of this country. 
It is evidently carrying out the intent and purpose of the 
law under which it was created; is accomplishing great 
good to the young men of the State by affording them the 
means of a liberal education, literary, agricultural and me- 
chanical, which many of them could not otherwise obtain; 
preparing them for any profes8ion or calling that may suit 
their tastes or talents, and for these reasons the institution 
is entitled to the fostering care of the Legislature. 

By an Act of Congress, approved August 30, 1890, for 
the more complete endowment and maintenance of colleges 
for the benefit of agriculture and mechanic arts, the sum of 
$15,000 was appropriated for the year ending June 30th, 
1890, and an annual increase of $1000 thereafter for ten 
years, to each state and territory having such college; pro- 
vided no money should be paid to any college making a 
distinction on account of race or color in' the admission of 
students:; but the maintenance of a college separately for 
white.and colored students each, is held to be a compliance 
with the Act of congress, the funds to be equally divided by 
the legislature, and in the absence of the legislature, by the 
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Governor. Although the educable children of the colored 
race exceed in number those of the white, the enrollment 
and attendance at the Agricultural and Mechanical college 
being uniformly larger- than at Alcorn Agricultural and 
Mechanical college, I considered an equal division equitable, 
_ at least not unjust to the latter, at which the enrollment and _ 
attendance had, since its organization, been considerably 
below that of the former, and recomended the same to the 
Secretary of the Interior, who accepted it, and the first and 
second installments were received, and so divided. Before 
the third installment was paid, the Secretary of the Interior 
became dissatisfied with the basis of the division, and re- 
quired it to be made in proportion to the number of edu- 
cable children of the two races. The money could not be 
drawn from the treasury without the approval of the Secre- 
tary ot the Interior, and whether justly or not, in order to 

: gecure the amount, I was compelled to conform to his 
requirement. This payment amounted to seventeen thous- 
and dollars, of which the Agricultural and Mechanical College. 
received seven thousand six hundred and twenty-one dol- 
lars and thirty-seven cents, and Alcorn Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, nine thousand three hundred and sev- 
enty-eight dollars and sixty-three cents. 

I respectfully submit the question of an equitable divis- 
ion of this fund to your honorable body for adjustment. I 
regard itas of minor importance, as both colleges must be 
maintained, and the necessities of each can be provided for 
equitably, in a division of the funds drawn from the State 
Treasury for their support. 

The report of the Board of Trustees, and of the Presi- 
dent of the Agricultural and Mechanical college will 
acquaint yc& with the details of the institution, and with its 
wants and necessities. The report of the president isample * 
and complete, setting fortif clearly and in detail, every © 
thing necessary to an enlightened understanding of every 
department of the college, and of the reasons why the appro- 
priations asked are necessary, that the advantages of the 
institution, to their fullest extent, may be realized. 

While the appropriations recommended may scem large, 
they are, I think, necessary to a full development of the” 
advantage offered to the youth of the State by this institu- | 
tion. I commend them all to your thoughtful attention and | 
will cordially co-operate with you in such legislation as you 
may deem wise and justin support of the Agricultural and | 
Mechanical college. ' 

By request of the Board of Trustees, expressed by reso- 
lution adopted on th 15th of Juno 1891, Messrs. J. H. Bee- | 
man, John Powell, James H. Duke, J. W. Howard and D, ! 
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T. Price were appointed a committee to appraise the prop- 
erty of the college. Accordingly, on the 17th of Novgmber 
1891, Messrs Beaman, Powell and Duke met at the college 
and made the appraisement, Messrs. Howard and Price, not 
attending. They made a careful, examination of all the 
property, and an inventory of the same, placing the aggro- 
gato value at two hundred and twenty-five thousand nine 
hundred and fifty dollars, which is an increase of thirty- 
seven thousand three hundred and thirty-two dollars over the 
appraisment of two years ago. There are many valuable 
suggestions in the report of the committee, which will be 
submitted with that of the Board of Trustees, and to which 
I invite your careful attention. — 
I desire to direct your attention to the constant danger to 
which this, and all other State institutions, using kerosine 
oil for light, are exposed. Property of immense value is 
involved, and the use of oil for light is not only a.constant 
menace to its safety, but also to the lives, of those occupy- 
ing the buildings. The lighting of the building with gas or 
electricity will very greatly lessen the danger, and after the 
plant is put in, I believe the expense of lighting would be 
less than it now is. I have not yet been able to learn what 
the machinery would cost, but I believe it will be wise to 
arrange for lighting with gas or electricity, and earnestly 
recommend it. 


` 


I. I. & C. 


_ The Industrial Institute and College at Columbus, stands 
today as a monument to the wisdom and far seeing intelli- 
gence of the“people of Mississippi, and is worthy of the 
_nevd and heart of those nobl women who first advocated 
_ the establishment of a state institution-for. the education of 
_ our girls in the higher branches of learning. It was.a new 
| departure with but meagre following in the beginning, 
: scoffed and ridiculed by many, but with commendable zeal, 
: and confident in the justice of their claim,. and in the ulti- 
| mate success of their efforts, these brave women continued 
_ their labors unremittingly until the goal of their ambition 
: was attained. Now there are few to deny the justice of 
their demands, and thousands of the fairest daughters of 
Mississippi are ready to rise up and bless them. I recur, 
I hope, with pardonable pride to my remarks on this sub- 
| ject in a message to the legislature in 1882, in which I said: 
"The educational institutions of the state are almost exclu- 
‘sively for the instruction of young men. No facilities have 
‘been provided by the state for the instruction of females in 
the higher branches of learning. I submit that this works 
ae to many of the tax-payers of the state, and makes 
aay 
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a discrimination against our girls which they do not deserve. 
The children of one may be all boys and entitled to the ad- 
vantages of a free education at our colleges; those of an- 
other may be all girls, and must be educated at his own ex- 
pense, while the latter may pay double the amount of tax 
to support the colleges. It is difficult to reconcile this state 
of things with an intelligent or plausible show of justice. / 
The time has come in which our people, with one accord, 
are pleading for the rights of the girls of the state in 
matters of education. I commend the subject to your 
judgment and trust it will receive the consideration its im- 
portance demands.” 

Although the legislature to which this was addressed 
took no action in the premises, two years later a law was 
enacted creating the college, and in October, 1885, it was 
opened for the admission of students. f 

Its buccess has been almost phenomenal, and it is now the 
most popular edurational institution in the state. The girls 
who remain to finish the course go out into the world well 
equipped for the battle of life. Many young women edu- 
cated at this institution, who are dependent alone upon their 
own exertions, are filling lucrative positions, and where- 
ever they go they elicit for the college the warmest com- 
mendations. Our graduates are sought throughout the 
country tor teachers, and as such, they give universal satis- 
faction. Other states, encouraged by our success, and emu- 
lating our example, are vieing with each other in the éstab- 
lishment of similar institutions, 

The attendance of students has been good since the open- 
ing of the school. Most of the time, during every session, 
there have been about as mány as could be comfortably ac- 
commodated in the dormitory, and often many had to be 
denied admission for want of room. - 

The enrollment during the present session has been 307, 
and that of the session of 1889-90 about the same. 

The faculty. consists of eleven members including thé 
president, and there are seven instructors and four em- 

ployees, including the proctor. é 
' The president says in his report to me: “It is gratifying 
to be able to report good health, good urder and good work, 
as a rule, throughout the institution. The faculty, for the 
most part, bring to the performance of their duties attain- 
ments of a high order, ‘reinforced by singular devotion te 
the interests of the school. In some departments I have 
found here the best results of skillful teaching and good 
management that have come under my observation during 
an experience of nearly fifteen years in schools for girls. 
The students, as a body, are earnest and faithful. A. spirit 
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of concord and co-operation pervades the institution; and, 
altogether, the condition of things is, in a high degree, 
gratifying.” - 

Although much has been done for this institution, it is 
comely in appearance and presents magnificent pro- 
portions, yet it is totally inadequate to meet the demands 
upon it. There is-great need of more dormitory room, and 
if its present capacity were doubled, I believe it would soon 
be filled, 2 S 

Among the needs of the college are certain works of 
reference, not ordinarily within the range of a student's 
private possession, and additional appliances and apparatus 
for the department of natural science. Better facilities for 
lighting the dormitory, repairing steam-heating plant, vesti- 
bule doors to buildings ; new mattresses and repairing old 
ones; repairing turrets and painting roof; painting other 
buildings; white washing and inside painting ; tanks, pump ~ 
and connection for water supply; new building and ap- 
pliances for laundry. All this seems almost indispensible 
and wil) probably cost $6,650.00. 

Then the effiiciency of the art and industrial departments 
would be much enhanced by supplying new models for the 
former, and new machines and forms for dress-making. A 
store-room is much needed ; arrangements for physical cul- 
ture ; repairing of out-houses ; general repairs, and fitting up 
xa parlor in the dormitory, may be added, which would 
amount perhaps to $2,000. 

If a new dormitory shall be built, some of the above items 
may be left out, and the cost of dormitory would, of course, 
depend upon its character and capacity. 

The addition of a trained teacher for the normal depart- 
ment would add to the school more than can be fairly esti- 


. mated. It is eminently desirable and will cost about $1,- 


200.00, 
It is estimated that the regular appropriation for salaries 


` of officers and teachers, including a deficiency in the pay- 
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ment of salaries last year, should not be less than $42,000.00 
for the two years ending January, 1894. 
If these recommendations should seem extravagant, I 


| must be permitted tọ plead, in justification, the high esti- 


mate I place upon the benéfits conferred by this institution 
upon the girls of Mississippi. I submit them-all to your 
thoughtful consideration, and trust that you will provide; 
with liberal hand, for the maintenance and support of the 


_ Industrial Institute and College. 


ALOORN A. & M. COLLEGE. 
This institution still maintains its well-earned and long - 
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established reputation for faithful and efficient work, and 
for wise and economical management. Prof. J. H. Burrus, 
an intelligent and accomplished educator, has occupied the 
position of president since 1882, and so far as I have been 
able to learn, his administration has been eminently satis- 
‘factory. Of my own knowledge, I cannot speak so advisedly, 
or so positively of the condition of this school, as of that of 
the other State institutions of learning. It is situated re- 
motely from the capital, and being somewhat inaccessible, 
together with the fact that its commencement exercises have 
always fallon upon the same days as those of other colleges- 
more convenient, it has never been my privilege to,meet 
with the Board of Trustees, or to witness its closing exer- 
cises, but the president informs me that the teachors are 
competent, and devote themselves assiduously to their re- 
spective duties. The graduates are well equipped for teach- 
ing; one of them baving been elected to a professorship in 
the State Normal School at Hempstead, Texas, and others 
are successfully engaged in agriculture for themselves. He 
further states that the conduct of the students is highly 
praiseworthy, and the working of the school all round is 
without noticeable friction. The greatest need of the insti- 
tution is more dormitory room. The local patronage is 
small, most of the students coming from a distance, and many 
are necessarily turned away for want of room. 

I recommend an appropriation of ten thousand dollars for. 
the erection of an additional building, and the same appro- 
priation as that of the last two years for current expenses 
for the biennial term commencing with the present year. 


This amount, together with that received from the United | 
States Treasury, will enable the Trustees to properly pro- | 
vide for all the departments, including that of the mechanic . 
arts, and to carry out successfully the original design in the . 


establishment of the college. 


The attendance during the last two years has been larger | 


than ever before. During the sessions of 1889-90, the en- 
rollment was 248; 1890-91, 288; and up to December Ist, 
1891, 206 have been enrolled, which is the largest number 
to that date since the creation of the college. 

There are employed for the class rooms nine teachers, and 
one instructor in the Carpenter’s shop. The earnestness and 
general aptitude with which the students take hold of the 
work in the mechanical department, is highly commended, . 
and I trust that you will give to this, as well as to all the de- 
` partments of the college, your encouragement and support. 
_ The report of the Board of Trustees will furnish an item- 
ized statement of the expenditures of moneys entrusted to 
their hands. i : 
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STATE NORMAL SOHOOL. 


Rev. B. D. Miller, principal of the State Normal School 
at Holly Springs, informs me that the school is larger now 
than at any previous time of its history, and that at the 
present rate of increase there will be an enrollment of two 
hundred pupils before the close of the session. By reason 
of the insufficiency of the appropriation, he has been able to 
employ two teachers only to assist. him for the session of 
1890, but now has an additional teacher ata salary of twenty- 
five dollars per month. He has been compelled to have 
much of the teaching done by students without compensa- 
tion. He says the work is well done, and that the school 
never had a better outlook than now. I recommend an ap- 

_ propriation of two thousand five hundred dollars annually 

for the next two years for salaries of teachers, and five hun- 

: dred dollars for fuel and repairs for each year. Until two 

: years ago, the amount appropriated was three thousand dol- 

Jars, and I think the efficiency of the school will be very 
greatly improved by increasing the appropriation to that 
amount, as above recommended. 


TOUGALOO UNIVERSITY. 


_ For many years the Legislature has made an annual ap- 
propriation in aid of the Normal department of the Tougaloo 
University, and 1 do not hesitate to express the belief that 
no appropriation evor made for the education of the colored 
race in Mississippi has yielded as good returns, and if not 
prohibited by Section 208 of the Constitution, I should 
cheerfully and earnestly recommend the usual appropria- 
tion. , . ns 
While Tougaloo is avowedly a Christian school, and has 
ever been evangelical in its work and teachings, it is by no 
means sectarian; but not being conducted as a free school, 
it perhaps falls within the prohibitions of Section 208, above 
referred to. Thus being compelled to withdraw the helping 
hand heretotore extended to this excellent institution, let us 
ever bear in mind its exalted aims, and exten dto iit that 
moral aid and encouragement which its praiseworthy pur- 
poses command. , 


STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 
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; The report of the Board of Trustees and Medical Super- 
| intendent of the State Lunatic Asylum will afford all neces- 
_ sary information in regard tothe administration, condition 
, and wants of that institution, It will be found that it bas 
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been crowded to its utmost capacity during the last two | 
years, the average number of patients being about four | 
hundred and sixty. | 

The well known capacity, integrity of character and large | 
experience of Dr. Mitchell, the Medical Superintendent, who 
has so long ministered to the unfortunates committed to his 
charge, bring to you the unquestionable assurance of the 
faithtul and successful administration of the delicate and re- | 
sponsible duties of his office during the biennial term just 
' closed, and gives earnest of alike devotion to his obliga. | 
tions in future, and of a just and economical conduct of the | 
affairs of the Asylum so long as they may be intrusted to | 
his eare. ; : 

By an Act of the Legislature approved February 24, 1890, ` 
an appropriation of sixty thousand dollars was made for the 
purpose of erecting additional buildings on the grounds 
of the Mississippi Lunatic Asylum, at Jackson, to provide 
tor the care of the colored insane, ‘and of sufficient capacity 
to accommodate four hundred patients; and the Board of 
Trustees, together with the Auditor of Public Accounts, was 
by the act, constitated a Board of Commissioners to carry 
into effect the provisions'of the law, The Commissioners 
found. some difficulty in contracting for the work at figures 
within the amunt appropriated; a consequent delay fol- 
lowed, so that little was done towards the building until the 
spring of 1891. 

Mr. Charles Dudley, of Jackson, was employed as archi- 
tect, and-the contract was let to Mr. C, M. Rubush, ot Meri- 
dian, under the limitations imposed by the act. The build- 
ings were completed in December last, in accordance with 
the plans and specifications, and to the entire satisfaction of 
the Commissioners; a small amount of the appropriation re- 
maining unexpended. Itis safe to assume that no building 
for the insane, of such character and capacity, was ever 
before erected at so small a cost 

On the 19th of December last, all colored patients, seventy- 
nine in number, were transferred from the Hast Mississippi 
Insane Asylum to their new quarters at the Asylum at Jack- 
son, which swelled the number of patients in this institution, 
at that date, to five hundred and fifty. The buildings will 
afford accommodation for two hundred and fifty more 
colored patients, and accommodations can be provided in 
the main building for about seventy-five whites. Thus it- 
will be seen that the number of patients may be increased to 
eight hundred and seventy-five. It has not, yet been ascer- 
tained how many insane persons are held in county jails, and 
elsewhere, awaiting room for admission into the asylum, but 
the number is large and must be provided for by an increased 
appropriation. 


‘ x 


{£ 23 ] 


It is most probable, that in addition to the necessary 
attendants and supervisors, another assistant physician will 
be required. The room and facilities for cooking are totally 
insufficient, being the same provided for the asylum when 
none hut whites were admitted, and the number of patients 
estimated at not more than one hundred. The same may 
be said of the laundry and store-room. The institution has 
outgrown all these; many of the kettles, washing machines 
and other appliances, are old and must be repaired or 
replaced with new ones, and additional new ones must be 
provided to meet the necessities of the Vastly increased pop- 
ulation. ' 

These improvements, together with a corresponding 
enla:gement of the buildings, are absolutely essential to the 
safety and efficiency of the departments to which they. refer, 
to the health and comfort of the inmates, and to the best 
interests of the institution. 

The great danger arising from the use of coal oil for light- 
ing an institution of this character cannot be over-estimated 
or too frequently directed to the attention of those upon 
whom rests the responsibility of guarding against it. 

I submit these remarks for your attention, and earnestly 
recommend the necessary appropriation to enable the Board 
of Trustees to carry out the views therein advanced. 


AST MISSISSIPPI INSANE ASYLUM, 


The Hast Mississippi Insane Asylum, under the able and 
efficient management of the medical superintendant, Dr. J. 
M. Buchanan,/has been admirably conducted. During the 
last wo years, it has, most of the time, been filled with 
patients, the daily average under treatment being 246. The 
very full and satisfactory report of the medical superinten; 
dant, to the Board of Trustees, to which I invite your atten- 
tion, will show the movement of the inmates, and will 
acquaint you with the oporations, condition and details of 
every department of the institution. This report will accom- 
pany that of the Board of Trustees, which will be transmitted 
to you at an early day, and from which much valuable infor- 
mation regarding the asylum can be readily obtained. That 
under the administration of the Board of Trustees, the affairs 
of the institution have been wisely and economically man- 
aged, must appear from the universal expressions of confi- 
dence and satisfaction, and in fact that the daily per capita 
cost of supporting it has maintained the low average of 
thirty-eight cents. This is far below the usual average and 
speaks well for all in authority. , 

The removal of the colored patients to the new buildings 
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at Jackson, will make room for seventy-five or more white 
patients, and it is believed that in a short time the: vacancy 
will be filled. In providing for the support of the institu- 
tion it will be safe to assume that the average will be about 
the same as heretofore, and the proposition that it costs more 
to support white than colored patients is maintainable. 

The question of water supply is one of serious moment. 
An appropriation of twenty-five hundred dollars was made 
by the Legislature, at its last session, to supply water for the 
years 1890 and 1891, and the Governor was required to ap- 
point two commissioners to contract for the same. The 
commissioners were appointed and endeavored to perform 
the duty ; but declining, with my approval, the terms 
offered by the Meridian Water Works Company, no contract 
was made, and the precarious water supply remains as 
before. For the security of the buildings and patients trom 
the dangers of fire a better supply of water is most essential, 
and I recommend the appropriation of two years ago for 
that purpose. 

This institution, like most others of the State, is lighted 
with oil; and that the property of the State, and the lives of 
the patients are, on this account, in constant peril cannot be 
questioned. I recommend that you provide for lighting the 
building with gas or electricity asin your wisdom may seem 
best. ~ 
' Another danger to which the building and patients are 
exposed arises from the location of the kitchen in the base- 


ment; and besides, the whole building is permeated by | 


-fumes from the cooking, which are exceedingly disagreeable 
to all the inhabitants. - I commend to your careful consider- 
ation the remarks of the superintendent on the subject of 
additional buildings, and will cheerfully co-operate with you 
in any reasonable provision for the safety and comfort of the 
unfortunate inmates of our insane asylums. 

The tract of land donated to the State by the city of Me- 
ridian for the use of the Asylum comprises about five hun- 
dred and fifty acres, and much of it is too remote ever to be 
of much value. Itis believed that the land most remote 


from the Asylum will command a good price for suburban . 
residences. I therefore join in the recommendation of the ` 
trustees, that the Board, with the approval of the Governor, | 


be authorized to sell one hundred and twenty acres of the 
land lying south of the public road which runs through it, 
and in the southern part of the tract, the proceeds to be 
used in the erection of needed. improvements, as recom- 
mended by the Superintendent. I also recommend that the 
Board be authorized to sell an additional eighty acres of land, 
and, with the proceeds, to purchase an equal quantity lying 
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northwest and very near the Asylum, which is much better 
adapted to its purposes, or to exchange the one for the other. 
Other recommendations and suggestions of the Board of 
Tyustees and Superintendent I respectfully submit for your 
consideration without comment, feeling assured that you will 
deal with them wisely, and for the best interests of all con- 
cerned. 
INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB. 


This excellent institution cannot fail to commend itself to 
your favor. Under the supervision of its efficient and con- 
scientious superintendent, Mr. J. R..Dobyns, who has served 

-the State in that capacity, most acceptably, for twelve years, 
it has continued to grow in importance, and in the confidence 
and affection of its patrons. In 1880, when Mr. Dobyns 

took charge, the. number of pupils was about forty ; there 
are now in the Institution eighty-one. While these children 

‘of misfortune are denied the pleasing privilege of framing 

' words of gratitude to their benefactors, they at all times 
manifest a high sense of their appreciation by a singular de- 
votion to their officers and teachers. 

The expenditures for the year 1890, for the support of the 
deaf and dumb, including a deficit of two thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-one dollars and seventy-nine cents for 
1888 and 1889, was nineteen thousand eight hundred and 
forty-five dollars and thirty cents. The appropriation for 
1891 amounted to eighteen thousand one hundred and twenty- 
one dollars and ninety-three cents, All which, except a tew 
dollars, has been consumed. The Legislature of 1890 ap- 
propriated sevén hundred dollars for a furnace for heating 
the buildings, but the Trustees finding the sum too small te 
pay for a furnace of proper size, did not use the appropria- 
tion, and it was covered back into the Treasury. A furnace 
is much needed, but one that could be’bought for seven hun-’ 
dred dollars would not be sufficient. The buildings ought 
not to be lighted with coal oil, but it is less expensive, and 
the.meagre appropriations have compelled the Board of Trus- 
tees to adhere to the most economical methods. 

The report of the Superintendent, which will be trans- 
mitted to you with that of the Board ot Trustees, will show 
the condition and necessities of the Institution, and I recom- 
mend the appropriations asked for in said reports. 


BLIND INSTITUTE. 
Dr. P. Fairly, Superintendent of the Institution tor the 


Instruction of the Blind, in answer to my inquiry says: 
“ Notwithstanding the Board very justly limited the time ot 
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attendance by the pupils to eight years, which prevented a 
number from returning, the school has materially increased 
in numbers, and in a few more weeks will be thirty per cent, 
more than was ever in attendance before. A system of type- 
writing could be taught in the Institution which would be 
entertaining as well as profitable to them.” 

‘Some repairs are needed on the building ; the galleries 
on each side are in a decaying condition.” 

‘‘Owing to the great ignorance among the females of the 
blind I believe that the education of this unfortunate class ot 
persons should be made compulsory.” 

I commend these suggestions to your attentive considera- 
tion, and will join you in any measures your wisdom may 
adopt for the benefit of these, the most helpless of the wards 
of the State, whose appeal to your bounty I am sure will 
not be in vain. 

The report of the Trustees and Superintendent will at- 
quaint you more fully with the wants of the Institution, and 
I recommend the necessary appropriation for its support, 
and for such repairs as will preserve the property from 
decay. 


NATCHEZ HOSPITAL. 


The biennial report of the Board of Trustees of the Hos- 
pital at Natchez was not received in time to enable me to 
present any statistics, or other definite information relating 
to its management; but I refer, with pleasure, to the report 
of Addison Craft, Esq., one of the commissioners to investi- 
gate the financial affairs of the State, in which he speaks in 
the most complimentary terms of the Hospital and its man- 
agement. Mr. Craft says: 


“In the distribution of the labor of the Commission the 
-papers relating to the Natchez Hospital, including tabulated 
and statistical statements, passed into the hands of Mr. Patty, 
who, but for his untimely death, would have made a formal 
report of the investigation, and it isa matter of great regret 
that, after careful search, these papers have not been found. 
Their absence will explain the failure to submit here other 
than this general summary. It is, however, a pleasure to 
make note that the institution is in all things entitled to the 
fostering care of the State, and should, receive such liberal 
appropriation as will continue its established usefulness.” 

In a verbal report to me, after his visit to Natchez, Mr. 
Patty made substantially the same statement as that con- 
tained in the report of Mr. Craft. j 

In November last I visited the Hospital, and I cheerfully 
bear testimony to the correctness of the impressions made 
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upon the minds of the Commissioners. It is one of the bess 
and most economically administered public institutions in 
the State, and is doing a great and noble work, but its sup 
port is a heavy burden upon the good people of the city of 
Natchez. I respectfully recommend, that you inquire into 
the needs of this Hospital, through your appropriate com- 
mittees, and that the appropriation for its support be made 
commensurate with its necessities. 


VIOKSBURG HOSPITAL. A 

I have no data from which to compile a statement in ref- 
erence to the condition, management and wants of the Hos- 
pital at Vicksburg, except that which is contained in the 
report of Mr. Craft, the surviving Commissioner, appointed 
to investigate the financial affairs of the State, a copy of 
which is transmitted to you with this message, and to which 
your attention is specially invited. 

It is stated that the relation of this institutlon to the State 
is no where defined except in the proviso to the Act of 1884, 
making appropriations for its support. The report of the 


Commissioner is accompanied by tabular statements which . 


are made a part of the report, too voluminous to be copied, 
but will be placed in the hands of the proper committee 
whenever desired. 

That some additional legislation is necessary to a just and 
economical administration of the affairs of the Hospital in 
clearly shown by the report already referred to. Vicksburg 
is the largest city in the State, and its facilities for furnish- 
ing cheap supplies are certainly not inferior to any. Yet as 
examination of the accounts at all the State institutions will, 


_ I think, demonstrate the singular fact that the Vicksburg 


Hospital pays considerably more for its supplies than is 
paid for the same class of goods by any other of the State 
institutions. — 

I recommend that the competitive method of purchasing 
supplies be mandatory as far as the same is practicable. I 
also recommend the usual appropriation for the support of 
the Hospital, and will co-operate with you in such legislation 
as will improve and enlarge its usefulness. 


PENITENTIARY. 


The affairs of the State Penitentiary have been managed 
most successfully under the present system. The Board of 
Control informs me that there were, on the 3d of December, 
1891, five hundred and forty-three prisoners in the Peniten- 
tiary, of which number fifty-four were white and four hun- 
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dred and eighty-nine colored, The average number during 
the year 1890 was four hundred and fifty-six, and for 1891, 
five hundred and nine. i 

- The number received in 1890, two hundred and thirteen ; 
in 1891 two hundred and nine. Died ir 189) twenty-seven, 
in 1891, twenty-three. Escaped in 1890, twenty-r-ne; in 
1891, forty-one. Recaptured in 1890, fifteen ; in 1891, twenty- 
one. For the number of deaths, discharges, pardons and 
other particulars, I respectfully refer you to the report of 
the Board of Control. 

The amount of cash paid into the treasury, after paying 
all expenses for 1890, was nineteen thousand dollars; for 
1891, twenty-nine thousand two hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars and forty-four cents. Add to these figures nine thousand 
three hundred and sixty dollars for wagous on hand, four 
thousand dollars for the crop raised and, we find the income 
from this source, for the year-1890 to be thirty-two thousand 
three hundred and sixty dollars. Add to the cash payments 
of 1891, six thousand one hundred and thirty-two dollars 
and twelve cents for brick made for Lunatic Asylum, three 
thousand dollars for the crop of that year, and the net income 
is thirty-eight thousand four hundred and twenty-seven dol 
lars and fifty-six cents, or for the two years, seventy thons 
and seven hundred and eighty-seven dollars and fifty-six 
cents. 

Under the supervision of the efficient General Manager, 
Maj. M. L. Jenkins the pénitentiary, and, all within the 
walls are admirably conducted. The prisoners are wall 
clothed, well fed, well treated and in good health, and from 
a recent inspection, the members of the Board of Control 
report the convicts hired out, in good condition, with but 
little sickness. _* 

The Board, through its chairman, expresses the opinion 
that the acquisition of a penitentiary farm in some suitable 
locality, not remote from the capital, and the erection 
thereon, by convict labor, of suitable buildings with modern 
improvements, would afford greatly increased opportunities 
for the successful management of this department, and in 
this opinion I cordially and heartily concur. 

The policy of the State, as clearly defined by the Consti- 
tution, is to retain all State convicts within and under State 
supervision, and to that end, the Constitutional Convention 
adopted, on the Ist day of November, 1890, an ordinance 
reguiring the Governor to appoint five commissioners to 
examine such bodies of land as might be thought suitable 
for the location of a penitentiary farm, and to report to the 
Governor as to the advantages of the lands inspected, and 
as to the propriety of establishing such farm, to be laid by 


[ 29 J 


the Governor before the Legislature with such recommenda- 
tion as he may see proper to make. Pursuant to said ordi- 
nance, I appointed Messrs, Ira G. Holloway, of Lafayette, 
M. L. Jenkins, General Manager of. the Penitentiary, R. B. 
Clark, of Lee, W. F. Love, of Amite, and D. A. Love, pt 
Washington, as such commissioners: They met in Jackson 
on the 8d of June, 1891, and after due consideration, decided 
to recommend the establishment of a farm as the best solu- 
tion of the penitentiary question. — 

Atter advertising a suitable time they. proceeded to in- 
spect many bodies of land offered, and on the 14th day of 
November, 1891, made their final report in accordance with 
the ordinance, a copy of which is herewith submitted. 

I have given the subject much thought, and it is my delib- 
erate judgment that, in abandoning the system of leasing 
convicts, the establishment of a penitentiary farm, under the 
immediate supervision of State authority, is the bést and 
only solution of the great and difficult problem. 

Of the lands examined and reported by the commissioners, 
should your honorable body decide to establish a peniten- 
tiary farm, the choice, in my judgment, must be limited to 
one or the other of two bodies: that of Dr, W. L. Keirn, 
on Honey Island, or the Rankin county land. The prices 
placed upon the Marcella and Shotwell places are to com- 
pensate for their high state of improvement, which the state, 
with other lands, can do at a much smaller cost per acre. , If 
it should seem to you best to go to the Delta, I should un- 
hesitatingly recommend the purchase of Dr, Keirn’s land on 
Honey Island, as described by the commissioners ; but if you 
should prefer 4 location in the hills, I know of no body of 
land so well adapted to allthe purposes of the penitentiary as 
that in Rankin county. Bach of these bodies of land has its 
advantages and disadvantages. The one is of the most fer- 
tile and productive of the alluvial lands of the Yazoo Delta, 
but exposed to the well-known malarial influences of that 
section, and possibly to destructive floods from the Missis- 
sippi River. The other, while not so productive, comprises 
a great deal of excellent creek bottom and upland, with a 
vast supply ot valuable oak, hickory and other timbers, 
with sufficient water, is most accessible, is within a few miles 
of the capital, and is as healthy a location as can be found in 
the state. 

That I might be better prepared for an intelligent decision, 
I visited and inspected these two bodies ot land, and am de- 
cidedly of the opinion that the best interest of the State will 
be subseaved by the’purchase of the Rankin county lands, as 
presented in the report of the Commissioners, and make my 
recommendation accordingly. I also recommend that steps 
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be taken for the removal of the penitentiary walls outside of 
the city of Jackson. i 

The commissioners were most earnest in their purpose to 
discharge their duties properly, to which they devoted much 
time and labor, were at very considerable expense, and I 
recommend that they be properly compensated for their ser- 
vices, and reimbursed for the expenses they incurred while 
in the service of the State. 


MILITTA AND NATIONAL GUARD, 


The importance of effective military organizations as fac- 
tors of preserving the peace, protecting society and enfore- 
ing the laws seams to have been ignored by your predeces- 
sors, as no provision whatever was made for meeting 
expenses incurred in any emergency that might have arisen. 

While the law is ample in its provisions for a thorough 
organization of the National Guard, the Commander-in- 
Chief being fully authorized to call it into service when ocea- 
sion demands, and the Adjutant General required to furnish 
transportation, subsistence and per diem for service, not one 
dollar was appropriated for these purposes. The grotesque 
absurdity of an effective military force without means 
of transportation or subsistence must be apparent to every 
intelligent mind. 

In the spring of 1890 it became necessary to use military 
force to protect a prisoner in the custody of the sheriff of 
Hinds county, The prisoner, a negro, charged with a dia- 
bolical murder in Smith county, was arrested and placed in 
the hands of the sheriff of Hinds county. He sued out 
a writ of habeas corpus, and was remanded to the sheriff 
of Hinds county for safe-keeping, subject to the order 
of the Oircuit Judge of the Highth Judicial District. 
Subsequently Judge Mayers issued his order command- 
ng the sheriff to carry the said negro, Anthony Th mas, 
before a justice of the peace at Polkville, in Smith county, 
to testify in a case there pending in which a brother of 
Thomas was to be tried as accessory to the murder with 


which he was charged. It was so apparent that the purpose - 


of procuring the order was to place the prisoner beyond the’ 
protection of the law, that Sheriff Harding called upon me 
for a military guard. Captain D. P. Porter, Jr., of the 
Capitol Light Guards, was directed to report, with his com- 
pany, to the sheriff, and under my orders accompanied him 
to Smith county, where, by the presence of this company, a 
disgraceful tragedy was averted, the majesty of ,the law 
maintained, and in due course of time the guilty culprit was 
legally oe by the sheriff of Smith county, as he justly 
eserved. : 
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The conduct of Capt, Porter and his men on this occasion 
was eminently praiseworthy and entitles them to the warm- 
est commendation of the law-abiding citizena of the State, 

Teams for transportation ‘and subsistence had to be pro- 
vided, for which I paid, out of the Executive Contingent 
Fund, $102.85, and I recommend the necessary appropria- 
tion to compensate Capt. Porter and his men for their ser- 
vices. i 

On another occasion an officer of the National Guard man- 
ifested open defiance to the authority of the Commander-in- 
chief, but I could not afford to expose this department to 
ridicule and contempt by ordering a court-martial with not 
a cent at my command with which to pay expenses. 

The Law Commission has prepared a well considered chap- 
ter on this subject, and reinforced with the necessary appro- 


priations, it cannot fail to meet the requirements of the con- 
stitution. ` 


THE WORLD’S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION. 


The ‘four hundredth auniversary of the discovery of 
America by Christopher Columbus will be appropriately 
celebrated by a World’s Fair in the city of Chicago in 1898, 
and every State in the Union is invited to participate, Under 
the Act of Congress, approved April 25,1890, Mr. R. L. 
Saunders and Dr. J. M. Bynum, with their alternates, were, -~ * 
upon my recommendation, appoitited Commissioners from 
Mississippi. This Exposition will probably excel, in magni- 
finence, any in the world’s history. All foreign nations are 
expected to take part, and many States in the -Union are 
making great preparations for the exhibition of their pro- 
ducts and resources.. What part the State of Mississippi will 
take in this great exposition, it devolves upon you, at your 
present session, to determine. To make a creditable repre- 
sentation of the products and possibilities of the State, a 
considerable sum of money will be required, and ‘while I 
would advise the exercise of a wise and prudent care in the 
expenditure of the people’s money, I should be much grati- 
fied to see Mississippi moving abreast with her sister States 
in this great enterprise. : 

If, in your wisdom, you shall deem it expedient to provide 
for a display of the products and resources of the State at 
the World’s Columbian Exposition, it will be necessary to 
create a State commission, prescribe its powers and duties, 
and make the necessary appropriation to carry out the pur- 
poses of’ the law. Theappropriation will, of course, depend 
upon the intended seope and magnitude of the work. While 
I shall recommend the appropriation of no specific amount, 
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but leave that to your discretion, I am of the opinion that it 
should not be less than fifty thousand dollars. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The beneficial influences exerted by the State Board of 
Health in preventing ihe spread of contagious diseases, and 
improving the sanitary condition of the State, fully establish 
the wisdom of its creation, and the people rely with conti- 
dence, upon this agency for protection against epidemics. 
Fortunately during the last two years the Board has had 
little to do outside of the ordinary routine work of the or- 
ganization. 

Dr. J. M. Greene, the able President of the Board, in his 
biennial report, says: _ : 

t We point with satisfaction to the service of our Gulf 
Coast Quarantine inspection, and that of the Auxiliary 
Health Boards of Jackson, Harrison and Hancock counties. 
This has been without flaw or material friction, and has 
yielded our State an absolute exemption from the dreaded 
exotic scourge, Yellow Fever. This alone would justify the 
existence of ‘State Medicine’ and amply compensate for its 
maintenance.” : 

Itemized statements of expenditures in maintaining quar- 
antine on the Gulf Coast will be submitted for your inspec- 
tion. For further information relating to this department, I 
refer you to the very interesting report of the president, and 
cordially concur in the suggestions and recommendations 
therein contained. 

Ever watchful of the people’s safety from the blighting 
hand of disease, the Board of, Health is entitled to the well- 
earned plaudits of a grateful public, and I warmly commend 
it to your favor. 

The President of the Board ig one of our most learned phy- 
sicians, of large experience and ardently devoted to the du- 
ties of his office. His efficient lieutenant, Dr. Wirt Johnston, 
has long served the State most faithfully and acceptably. 
Eminent in his profession, courtéous in his bearing, consci- 
entious in all his acts, and as Seeretary of the Board, he is 
without a peer. 

PENSIONS. 


The Legislature is required by the Constitution to provide 
pensions for indigent Confederate soldiers and sailors, and 
for the indigent widows of such soldiers and sailors, who 
from age or disease cannot earn a support. | 

Under the present law regulating the distribution of pen- 
sions, much difficulty is experienced in determining who 
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are entitled to them, The applicants are generally unknown 
to the State Board of Inquiry, and in very many instances 
the facts and condition of the applicant are so vaguely and 
indefinitely given that it is impossible to arrive at a satisfac- 
tory conclusion; and doubtless many receive pensions who 
are not entitled to them under the law, and on the other 
hand, there are those entitled to pensions who never receive 
them. There are many within the scope of the Constitu- 
tional requirement who have not heretofore. received pen- 
sions, and to meet the increased demand, a much larger ap- 
propriation will be required. 

I recommend that the State Board of Inquiry, or any upon 
whom the duty may devolve to determine who is entitled to 
a pension, be empowered to make such regulations and re- 
quire such proof as will guarantee a just distribution of the 
funds set apart for pensions. I also recommend that you 
take into consideration the feasibility of establishing a Sol- 
dier? Home. There are many old soldiers now living, 
maimed and stricken with poverty and age, who would find ` 
but little relief in the pittance afforded by a general appro- 
priation for equal distribution. They are so helpless and so 
dependent, that for them, either a home or an increased pen- 
sion should be provided. 


FEDERAL INTERFERENOE. 


On the 20th of December, 1890; one Clem Lea, a citizen 
of the State of Tenhessee, was arrested by the authorities 
of the city of Corinth, in this State, charged with carrying 
concealed weapons and subsequently convicted and fined for 
the offense, and in‘ default of payment of fine and cost was 
imprisoned in the county jail of Alcorn county. He appealed 
to the circuit court of said county, where, at the next term, 
he was tried, found guilty, and remanded to jail in default of 
the payment of the fine imposed, and costs. He applied to 
the judge of the United States District Court for a writ of 
habeas corpus, which was granted, and the second day of 
February set for its hearing at Oxford. i 

Regarding this as an unwarranted interference with the 
. tight of Mississippi to enforce, its ‘criminal laws, I retained 
A. H, Whitfield, Esq., to represent'the State. The case was 
called on the day fixed, but was continued until the second 
Monday in March, when it was heard and the relator dis- 
charged, 

I directed an appeal taken to the Circuit Court of th 
United States, and the same was heard’ before Mr. Justice 
Lamar, at Oxford, on the twenty-first day of September, 1891; 
the judgment of the District Judge reversed, and the relator 
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remanded to the custody of the sheriff of Alcorn county. 
An appeal was taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, but I have information of recent date that the same 
has béen withdrawn. 
- The claim of Mr. Whitfield for his services will come be- 
fore you for allowance. He has rendered valuable service to 
-the State, and I recommend that he be properly compensated. 
It is true that but little was involved in this case, but so 
long as I may exercise the functions of chief executive of 
Mississippi, charged with the duty to see that its laws are 
faithfully executed, I cannot permitan inferior Federal court 
to invade its jurisdiction in the matter of administering its 
criminal laws without invoking the aid of all legal means to 
prevent it. 


DISTRIOT ATTORNEYS. 


Upon the faithful and intelligent administration of the office 
of District Attorney largely depends the execution of the 
criminal laws of the State; and in providing compensation 
under Section 174 of the Constitution, I earnestly recommend 
that the salary be made commensurate with the arduous and 
responsible duties of the office, and such as will command 
the best legal talent in the several districts. This officer, in 
the discharge of his duties, must come in contact with the 
ablest and wiliest lawyers in the land, and to minify the 
position by attaching to it a small salary, will, in my judg- 
ment, be mistaken economy, unwise and dangerous in the 
extreme. 


Y 
DIREOT TAX. 


Under an act of congress approved August 5th, 1861, the 
citizens of Mississippi paid, of what is known as the Direct 
Tax, $69,584.55, and by an act approved March 2, 1891, the 
treasurer of the United States. is directed to pay to the 
governors of the several.states and territories a sum sut 
ficient to reimburse them for all money so paid; but it is 
provided that no money shall be paid to any state or terri- 
tory until the legislature thereof shall have accepted by 
resolution the sum appropriated, and the trusts imposed, ip 
fall satisfaction of all claims against the United States on 
account of the levy and collection of said tax, and shall 
have authorized the governor to receive said money for the 
use and purposes aforesaid. It is further provided, that 
when the sums, or any part thereof, were collected from 
citizens, inhabitants, or any other person, sych sums shall 
be held in trust for the benefit of the persons from whom 
they were collected, or their legal representatives. All 
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claims for a refund of the said tax must be filed with the 
governor within six years, or be forever barred. 

That I might be prepared to carry out the provisions of 
the act without delay, whenever authorized by your honor- 
able body, I contracted with Messrs, James P. Carraway 
and Allen J. Hooker, at Washington, to examine, compare, 
transcribe and furnish me with bound copies of the records 
relating to said tax, and the compensation agreed upon for 
said service was $500. The work has: been completed in a 
most acceptable manner, the bound copies delivered to me, 
and are now ready for use, It is claimed, however, that 
the compensation agreed upon is wholly: i: adequate, and a 
further allowance is asked for their services. They present 
also an account for printing, amounting to $55.00. I res- 
pectfully request that the matter of compensation be re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee, or a joint special com- 
mittee, with a view of determining the justice of the claim. 
I also recommend that the required resolution be adopted, 
together with such regulations as may be deemed necessary, 
to protect the fund and secure its return to those to whom 
it properly belongs, 


FLOOD oF 1890. 


In the éarly spring of 1890, the levees on the Mississippi 
river gave way in several places and a large portion of the 
Delta was inundated, and many citizens were compelled to 
abandon their homes, The United States Quartermaster’s 
Department, by direction of the Secretary of War, shipped 
from St. Louis to Memphis four hundred and fifteen army 
tents for distribution among the sufferers for shelter, and they 
were delivered to such persons as applied for them. The 
Government also placed at my disposal large quantities of 
provisions to be distributed, in the event it should become 
necessary, to prevent suffering. 

From a careful investigation of the situation, I found the 
planters and land owners able and willing to finish supplies 
to all dependent upon them, and those having homes of their 
own had no difficulty in obtaining them from the merchants. 
This state of things did not present to my mind an emer- 
gency in which I could conscientiously accept the proffered 
aid. A careful inquiry convinced me that there was no real 
suffering, except perhaps, a few isolated individual cases, 
inaccessible, and which were relieved by local effort. The 
flood, however, was so prolonged that apprehensions were 
felt that no crop would be made, and in a few instances in 
which no permanent arrangement for supplies had been 
made, rations were issued to the colored people for a short 
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time, Oonsiderable oxpense was necessarily incurred in dis- 
tributing the tents, and much more in collecting and return- 
ing them to the Quartermaster’s Department after the flood 
subsided. Of the tents received, after much time and great 
. effort, three hundred and seventy-nine, I think, wore found 
and returned, many of them incomplete, and othors entirely 
worthless. 

- The overflow of 1891 was less destructive, confined to nar- 
rower limits and of shorter duration. Thore was no real 
suffering, and but little demand for assistance, 

The levee systom is well organized, awd notwithstanding 
the floods of the last two years, tho people of the Delta con- 
fidently rely upon it tor protection, and rest with a feoling 
of comparative security. 


E3 


ATATE LIBRARY, 


The State Library is in excellent condition, and with its 
` vast and varied collection of excellent books, it continues to 
command the admiration of all comers. The attentive and 
obliging Librarian, Miss Rosa Lee Tucker, has performed 
her duties faithfully, and to the satisfaction of all concerned. 


Under Section 106 of the Constitution, it becomes your ` 


duty, during the present session, to elect a Librarian for four 
years; and by the same section a woman is made eligible to 
said office. 

By Section 188 of the Constitution the duties of tho Keeper 
of the Capitol, heretofore required to be performed by tho 
Librarian, are devolved upon the Secretary of State. These 
duties are of the utmoat{importance and should be cautiously 
and clearly defined.. 


OAPITOL BUILDING. 


As must be apparent to every member of the Legislature, 
the capitol is sadly in need of repairs, the amount usually 
appropriated being sufficient only to keep the building in a 


habitable condition. The building should be overhauled - 


from top to bottom,and put in respectable shape. Tho 
rooms in the upper story ought to be repaired, fitted up and 
made a safe repository for the many valuable records and 
other books which are, through neglect, rapidly going to de- 
cay, and the vast accumulation of worthless printed mattor 
which encumber these rooms, should be sold to the paper 


mill, Tho fence around the grounds is old, the posts rotten, 


and cannot much longer stand, 


Trecommond that the whole subject of the capitol and | 
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grounds be referred to a joint select committee with a view 
to goneral and permanent repairs and improvement. 


CONCLUSION. 


And now, having endeavored to perform the duty assigned 
mo at the beginning of your deliberations, I trust that we 
may be able to work together harmoniously for the common 
good, and invoking the guidance of Almighty God, without 
whoso aid all human effort is vain, lot us approach the 
work before us with a firm resolve to discharge the duties 
resting upon us, faithfully, fearlessly and impartially. 

J. M, STONE, 


